Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 SUVA 00342 0223 13Z 
ACTION EA- 12 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 IO-13 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 
H-01 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 
SS-15 USIA-06 AID-05 TRSE-00 OMB-01 /092 W 

095071 030756Z/11 

R 020320Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY SUVA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7104 
INFO AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY PORT MORESBY 
AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SUVA 0342 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
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SUBJECT: TUVALU INDEPENDENCE ARRANGEMENTS 
REF: A) LONDON 02897, B) SUVA 0279 

1 . I HAD OPPORTUNITY DISCUSS RESULTS OF LONDON CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONFERENCE ON TAVALU INDEPENDENCE WITH HENRY NAISALA, FORMER 
FINANCE SECRETARY AND DELEGATION MEMBER, ENROUTE TUVALU FROM SUVA. 
IN RESPONSE TO QUESTION, NAISALA SAID HE ANDDELEGATION VERY WELL 
SATISFIED WITH OUTCOME.AND THAT FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS BETTER 
THAN EXPECTED. OCTOBER, 1978, INDEPENDENCE DATE REMAINS FIRM. 

2. TWO MAIN ISSUES, CITIZENSHIP AND ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE, RESOLVED 
AS FOLLOWS, ACCORDING NAISALA: 

A. ALL PERSONS NOW PERMANENTLY RESIDENT IN TUVALU WILL AUTO- 
MATICALLY ACQUIRE CITIZENSHIP ON DAY OF INDEPENDENCE, REGARD 
LESS OF LENGTH OF FAMILY TIES IN COUNTRY. OVERSEAS TUVALUANS 
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ACQUIRE CITIZENSHIP IF BOTH PARENTS CITIZENS. OTHERS MAY 
APPLY FOR NATURALIZATION. 

B. NAIS ALA'S VERSION OF ECONOMIC ARRANGEMENTS DIFFERS SOMEWHAT 
FROM REF. A, BUT ELEMENTS SIMILAR. A$4.5 MILLION TO BE PROVIDED 
FOR GENERAL DEVELOPMENT OVER TWO YEARS, A$4.5 MILLION AVAILABLE 
FOR SPECIAL DEVELOPMENT IN OUTER ISLANDS. POSITION TO BE REVIEWED 
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IF FUNDS UNSPENT AT END OF 1980. UK WILL FUND TECHNICAL PLANNING 
ASSISTANCE. A$1.7 MILLION TO BE PROVIDED AS BUDGET SUPPORT OVER 
FIRST TWO YEARS VS. A$600,000 NOW GIVEN ANNUALLY. UK ALSO UNDER- 
TOOK FUNDING OF OPERATING EXPENSES OF ONE-PLANE AIRLINE USING 
LIGHT AMPHIBIOUS CRAFT. REVIEW AT END OF TWO YEARS TO ASSESS 
RELATIVE MERITS OF TRANSPORT MIX OF ONE PLANE AND TWO SHIPS, 
VERSUS TWO PLANES AND ONE SHIP FOR INTERNAL COMMUNICATIONS. 

3 THERE IS NO PROSPECT THAT TUVALU (7,000 POP.) WILL EVER BE 
SELF-SUPPORTING. TINY COUNTRY CAN ONLY BE PERMANENT WARD OF 
UNDP, EEC/ACP, AUSTRALIA, NEW ZEALAND, UK. 

FLANEGIN 
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